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is not " up there,1' for that would be in the direction
of the feet for our brothers in Australia, but that our
Lord has taught us that it is God's special abode
where dwell the Three Persons in one ever-blessed
Trinity and the holy angels; and where at the Last
Day will enter the whole of redeemed and perfected
humanity, thenceforward to live with complete
understanding in the full presence of God. But here
again, because of the present weakness of human
understanding and the poverty of human thought,
we speak, as did our Lord, of Heaven as a place rather
than a relative condition of the spiritual life. There
is danger of over-riding revelation and commonsense
in the modern philosophic definition of Heaven that
it is " everywhere where God is." The present
writer once knew a devoted Christian old woman who
lived in a back-to-back house in a slum court of a
large industrial town, and although the sole down-
stairs room, which served for washing and eating and
cooking and sitting, had in its window looking out
on to the ash-pits a beautiful geranium plant which
the old woman tended with sedulous care ; and
although she sat in the evening and smoked a clay
pipe; and although she never missed the service
at the mission nor her prayers ; and although she
sought the grace of God in Holy Communion, and
He was undoubtedly in her heart, continually giving
it sufficient grace, and also in her squalid home ; he
would be a brave man who would say that either
her heart or her home represented Heaven. Those
things which were holy and uplifting in her life were
but an earnest of her inheritance. Conditions will
be entirely different because so infinitely more per-